
DATE:  June 23, 2015 

TO:  Carl Maugeri, Chairman HHR Chairman 

FROM: Linda Brees  

SUBJECT: NOTES FROM THE JUNE 18, 2015 MEETING 
 
ATTENDEES:  Lori Wausaw, Carl Maugeri, Linda Brees, Ellen Stone, Joe Anton,  
                          Heather Kumor 
  
The meeting started at 7:45pm. We discussed the events that happened in the shooting at a South 
Carolina Church.  If there was anything from this incident that we could possibly tie into our 
Community Conversation this fall.  What should we be looking at to make sure that our Civility 
topic has the right speakers to cover a broad spectrum of Human Relation issues.  Setting goals, 
and designing a program that will make a contribution to our community, is our goal. Heather 
mentioned that the Library has a list of local authors, and we could possibly review it for 
potential speakers.   

Heather suggested coordinating several days of service throughout the year, but the committee 
felt our focus should be on expanding Human Relation issues rather than service projects.  
Heading up a volunteer effort can run into problems with where and what projects are found.  
Ellen relayed a story of when she was taking a Troop of Girl Scouts to a senior center, a parent 
did not want her child exposed to the elderly, for whatever reason, you might find some 
objections/resistance to the project. 

We discussed the good and bad part of using labels to describe people.  Using mental health, 
gender/sexuality labels, to name a few, often carry with them characterization issues, and a 
certain amount of stigmatism with them.  Nothing is as clear as it use to be, when relating to 
these issues. 

A possible project that our group could work on for next year, might be mentoring a Human 
Relations Committee in an area High School.  We will look at area schools to see who might 
benefit from this type of program.  Any Town ran by the State of New Jersey is closed, but had a 
good program that had kids from all over the state attend and bring back ideas to their school.  
There was also a Girls Town program that was run by the American Legion group, but, 
unfortunately, was run by older standards. 

Carl has looked at other HHRC’s, and found that a number of them are working on improving 
Police Relations.  We were also wondering if the Neighborhood Disputes Medication 
Commission was still in existence. Carl to send an e-mail to committee member Deborah 
Vermaat to make contact, and see what type of issues they might have encountered. 

There will be no Schomer Award given out this year.  Ellen sent the information to the new 
Middle School Principal, but received no response. 

The HHRC will have to start discussing our Fall Community Conversation.  A date for the 
conversation will be selected, probably sometime in October would work best.  Over the 
summer, we all need to think about ideas for a concrete plan for the program.  Do we want to do 
a panel discussion or presentation?   



Ellen’s daughter, Jill, had a good idea on how to get student representatives involved from the 
High School.  She suggested asking Mr. Jeff Boogaard to assign a couple of kids that he felt 
would do a good job.  If Mr. Boogaard required them to submit a report, it might get them more 
involved in the HHRC.  Ellen to invite Mr. Boogaard to our August get together, hopefully, he 
will not be traveling.  He is very involved in People to People, and Model UN programs.  
Student representatives could assist the HHRC with research, brochure work and, agenda tasks. 

After the meeting was adjourned, several members of the Commission stayed to discuss changes 
proposed to the Guidelines for Board Members.  Heather to distribute a copy of the document 
with all of the changes made for us to review. 

 

 

 


